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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB-APRIL 
Joint Selection with Steinbeck's The Moon Down 


Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan. Cross Creek. Charles Sons, 
March 16, 1942. 368p. 


Cross Creek settlement the subtropical region northern 
Florida, the Yearling country swamp, hammock land and self- 
sufficient people. her latest book,Cross Creek, intermediate be- 
tween diary and Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings tells 

her love farming, her life fascinating land and the 
people among whom she lives, Again Miss Rawlings has written charm- 
ing nature book but this time lacking the poignancy and the utter 
beauty The Yearling and permeated instead with sort 
complacency probably induced previous sucoesses. 


There plot Cross Creek. deals entirely with the country, 
its people and aspects the author's life among them. large part 
the book devoted Miss relations with negroes 
her attempts find and train servants and grove men. She details 
her almost innumerable vicissitudes with the progeny Aunt Martha 
Mickens, fast-breeding colored matriarch the locality, and devotes 
perhaps overmuch spaee the primitively amoral loves her various 
servants. most cases this material unsuited for adolescents. 
Another portion the book deals with regional agriculture, the 
the seasons and the variety flora and fauna characteristic 
country. These portions the book are well written 
and worthwhile, since Miss Rawlings' one valuable gift her ability 
write about nature with understanding and sympathetic heart. 
rather long chapter devoted native foods degenerates almost the 
level listing recipes for her favorite Scattered throughout 


the whole book are fairly well drawn vignettes her neighbors and 
friends and, although most them are extremely readable, there 
nothing really outstanding. 


Cross Creek furnishes entertaining evening light reading. 
well and simply written, there great deal lightly whimsical 
humor and the portions the book dealing with nature are 
One objects the author's implied the necessity 
keeping the negro birth rate down artificial means and her use 
the word "masochistic" connection with monastic asceticism. 
Otherwise the book may recommended pleasant reading for 
adults. 


Hicks, Granville. Only One Storm. The Co., March 31, 1942. 


$2.75 


Everyone knows that today something wrong with our way life; 
somewhere along the road civilization have lost the touchstone 
that makes life worth living, the aim, the the which raises 
this touchstcne, this mankind today Idsologies 
clash ferociovsly over our whole and our end meatal 
confusion are awave causes and the 
methods necessary bring out his novel, 
state society reflected one our conservative 
social milieus, New England village where our closest approach 
true democracy, the town meeting, maintained. 


Canby Kittredge knew that something was wrong with the world; 
wanted something about but didn't know what. Canby was 
suceessful according our modern standards. was member 
New York advertising firm but wes the 
heme and shop, gradually entering into the life the com- 
munity but retaining what the author cslls conscience” which 
kept him perturbed about the events the outside world that tu- 
multuous period, 


There are really only important characters the Canby, 
his wife, Christina, and their friend, Wallace Rurgin. However, 
make his points the author introduces veritable host 
countryside and group intellectuals from the cutside. The 
also very Canby and Christina learn again the 
relationships and easily become part the town life 
whien good because its simplicity and evil only insofar humen 
affect it. Canby builds business throush 
hard work and would happy were not troubled the state 
affairs the world and the evils Fascism which those deys 
was setting the stage for the holocaust today. Christine also would 
happy her family Canby were content but, being good wife, 
she his trouble and does her best help him search 
for the truth. 


Goaded his conscience looks for explanation and remedy 
and being more less liberal considers the possibilities 
Communism antidote. This might seem some really the 
the story and the author uses good effect the interpley 
idess among Canby, Christina and Wallace Burgin develop his analy- 
sis Communism. Wallace author, probably modeled 
who has fought with the Loyalists Spain and who is, unknown the 
Kittredges, member the party. Since too, sincere his de- 
sire help and since has studied the question widely they value 
and respect his opinions. liere also, the introduces artists, 
politicians, teachers and writers, friends the Kittredges and Bur- 
gin, and this reviewer's judgment complicates his analysis 
necessarily doing. The course the story this point far 
too detailed give here but necessary say that both Canby 
and Christina were attracted the Communism, although 
repelled its cruelty, and almost joined the party. However, the 
Hitler-Stalin pact intervened and they decided that the Stalin regime 


was evil and refused join although they expressed edmiration for 


the Communist ideal universal brotherhood. Finally, Burgin also 
gives the party even though means that his whole life must 
rebuilt and that even more completely sea than the 


There is, however, deeper meaning and purpose Mr. book 
and they are not too looking for some authority, some 
firm substantial basis upon which humen actions can 
conventional modern religion the persons Perry Bradford, 
the town's Congregationalist minister, Martin Borcamp, Baptist min- 
ister, and Henry Carter, self-righteous town patriarch, finelly con- 
cluding that has Mr. Canby right with regard Prot- 
estantism, its failure was foredoomed its separation from the one, 
true church, but wrong about true Christienity. has never 
been accepted, save for short periods, nor sufficiently used 
solution. The religion which Christ founded the touchstone and 
provides the for which mankind the book then, 
attempt work out substitute for modern religion but the 
extremely confused this point end finally evolves sort 
liberal humanism which vaguely ecknowledges the existence God 
the same time more reliunce efforts help 
himself. 


Mr. Hicks’ position not all for while admits God and 
Jesus, inferentially denies the the soul and the 
hope heaven (p.360). Yet page 356 has Perry say: the 
last hundred years we've been making sssumptions about (the nature of) 
the universe about The results seem show that these 
essumptions are wrong. Therefore, had better examine some older 
essumptions and try This might meon that the author 
willing accept some the principles religion 

that wishes restate them lines human 
This reviewer feels that Mr. Hicks wishes the latter course. 

but also says there hope for man goodness 
does not exist somewhere the world.(p.356) pages 410-413 asks 
through the lips Perry for prophets who will lesd the way and for 
men good will end good deeds who will the people 

and prevent them from falling into Altogether the author 
lost intellectual spiritual morass with regard religion, 
condition very prevalent among group our modern 
uals. The reviewer cannot refrain from commenting upon the fact that 


this condition beautifully and clearly describedin Herbert Corey's 
Emancipation Dr. Ford clearly traces the symptoms 

and mises this condition and offers remedy, Catholicism at- 
tained through the rational approach St. Thomas Aquinas and St. 

Augustine. 


There yet another aspect the story the Kittredges, the life 
small American village and its governing mechanisms. Here 
Hicks seems have done excellent job portraying the good and 
bad human nature exists today one section America. 
recognize his characters real people, their good our good, their 
sins our sins, and their way life fundamentally ours. 
share his admiration for essential democracy mechanism govern- 
ment and commend his portrayal Pendleton's town meetings. 
Canby entered local politics not because dishonesty and corruption 
the committee selectmen but felt that could 
better job for his fellow townsmen and won not building 
political machine through dubious methods but stating nis platforn 
clearly and simply the voters. This portion the book superbly 
done and deserves high commendation. 


The question recommendation Only One Storm might well con- 
sidered thorny one. Because the author's toward religion, 
his several moral lapses, his preference for 
the use contraceptives under certain conditions (p.157), and the 
general his ideals cannot recommended for unlimited 
reading yet because there much that good cannot condemned 
its entirety. This reviewer feels that adults, well 
versed the rational truths religion and understanding their 
fundamental significance, should read the book for 

two reasons: first, shows beautifully the state confusion exist- 
ing the minds many our modern intellectusls with 
religion (while cannot condone such confusion nor assent it, 
well recognize its existence prerequisite for dealing with 
it) and secondly, because portrays well the essential workable- 
ness cooperative democracy our smaller governmental units. For 
the ordianary adult for the adolescent the book cannot recom- 
mended. 


Meekin, Welcome Soldier. Appleton Century Co., March 


War books all sorts have been popular for some time and will prob- 
ably continue so. Welcome Soldier must classed war book 
but not the usual type. really long term romance based 
army camp and social life extending from the last war this. 


1917 Bennett shavetail Camp Taylor entered fully into 
the pleasant entertainment Louisville socisty even though was 
partially promised girl back hone. Among the girls mst was 
romantic, pudgy, earnest, little Mary Louise Nelson whe immediately 
fell love with him. Andy did not butin the natural 
course events while saving goodbye before for France 
kissed her and told her liked her very much. sentimental Lou 
this was equivalent engagement. However, while visit home 
immediately before sailing, Andy married his 2nd 


XUM 


knew the marriage. After short time word came back from France 
that Andy was missing and believed killed action. the same time 
Lou's parents die and through series fortuitous circumstances her 
engagement Andy announced. Her friends not believe but Lou 
furthers the fiction wearing one her mother's diamonds which she 
had had made into ring and the news Andy's makes the 
ment seem more realistic. parents were wealthy and she, having 
aim life, drifted along as.a rather futile social worker never 
getting beyond the dabbling stage. 


Immediately before the outbreak the present war Andrew Bennett, Jr., 
known Drew, stationed Fort Knox and fits into the pat- 
tern much his father did before him. Accidentally becomes en- 
tangled with pert young Jett beautiful little semi-con- 
munist who works nearby powder factory. Jett struck but not 
injured Lou's skidding auto and Lou, trying make amends 
bumbling sort way, meets Drew and discovers his identity. the 
same day one Lou's friends recognizes Andy, now reserve colonel 
Fort Knox, and learns the true story Andy's life. The news 
spreads quickly and Lou placed most embarrassing position which 
she manages meet with dignity. 


All the characters but Lou, who Suddenly called away sickness, 
finally meet one famous Sunday morning brunches and Andy 
discovered pompous, conceited, unsuccessful Army officer 
whom most Lou's friends Drew has brought Jett and his fa- 
ther her and tries date her. Out per- 
verseness Jett leaves with the Colonel's orderly who turns out 
millionaire and Yale man. Drew goes back Sissy Roberts whom 
had been dating before met Jett. humbled Andy seeks out Lou after 
the Army has asked for his retirement with demotion alternative 
and the two decide merry the story ends. 


Welcome Soldier fairly well written, whimsically humorous little 
story that should furnish pleasant recreational reading. There 
very slightly suggestive scene Jett's apartment (p.157-162) but 
only momentary and not really harmful. The book can recom- 
mended for all classes readers. 


Yenni, Julia Truitt. House For the Sparrow. Reynal and Hitchcock, 
1942. 295p. $2.50 


House For the Sparrow very pleasant story family life 
small town during contemporary times. the story the 
Larbell family who are chronic movers. They shift from house house 
periodically but never seem find place that suits all their re- 
quirements. Finally, they buy the old Dempster place, slightly ena- 
chronistic the otherwise placidly small-town Parkdale 
Avenuc. Here last the family intends settle down and grow roots 
making permanent home. The Larbells, however, could never fit 
very snugly the conservative snobbishness the Parkdale environment. 
They were that they were independent end 
self-sufficient famiiy unit not noticeably affected the petty con- 
ventionalities town They could take their neighbors 
leave them and result the neighbors usually retreated after the 
first attempts 
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The Larbells were not only different, they were with justification 
slightly queer. was newspaper photographer whose free- 
lancing was done those odd hours when news usually occurs and who 
was always bubbling over with new ideas which never proved successful 
but which always evoked great deal interest and enthusiasm the 
family. There was Mrs. Larbell's mother who refused 
into the role grandmother but insisted upon retaining her person- 
ality Miss Letty Milton, once famous newspaper She insis- 
ted living the past and with her books but being confined 
wheel chair she had put with the family some in- 
tervals she would run away causing the family everything until 
she was found. certain sense she typified the independence and 
difference the family. Then there was Ding absorbed radio 
and thinking nothing else, Weston with uncanny power for 
especially rats, end emotional the lot, with 
exhibition complex usually satisfied frequent conversions and bap- 
tisms. Finally there was Mrs. Larbell, comfortable woman happy 
caring for her family, slightly perplexed times their actions 
but always loyally defending then. 


Buxomly beautiful year old Clara, however, was not all Larbell. Her 
major ambition was conform completely all the demands the 
ordinary and respectable type life she found others. She hated 
different any way and result there was always slight 
amount friction between Clara and the rest the family. Much 
the story revolves about struggle for security which she can 
attain marrying the duliy respectable banker's son, Hugh Edgecombe, 
and full, though uncertain, life with Paul Lawrence. Clara has 
talent for but she represses order teach school since 
that profession seems more respectable her. She dismisses Hugh 
when she sees that meeting him alienating the family but after she 
refuses Paul's offer marriage which would involve about 
Europe the wife special correspondent she accepts 
attentions and finally marries him. 


Although there open quarrel Clara and the drift apart and 
she longer accepted member good the mean- 
time family finances worsen and inability payments 
the mortgage the family loss its precious house. Hugh 
offers save for them but they prefer not accept that kind 
Instesd they all cooperate effort save the house 
and when that effort fails they cheerfully move teke their 
old life. Clara the loss keenly end order achieve 
re-entrance into the spirit the moves into the house with 
Hugh the story ends. 


One cannot agree entirely with the Larbell's way life. was too 
easygoing, too and there was little purpose behind 
most their actions. However, the book not taken too 
riously. should not like the Larbells but there 
certain whimsicel humor connected with them that makes for very pleas- 
ent The book recommended reading. 
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Knight, Brigid. Westward the Sun. Thomas Crowell Co., March 
1942. 


South Africa during the Boer Wars gives the setting for this story 
woman's struggle with conscience, keep secret wrong which 
belies the love she professes possess for the men she 
Scarcely had Charlotte Durant set foot her native land after three 
years England when wind-tossed hat brings her fact fece with 
Roderick Mason. Though their meeting only the briefest mo- 
ments Charlotte feels that somehow fate will cnuse their peths 
cross once again and allow her meet this voung English- 
man who has not even learned her name. 


During the journey inland Tante Louie's home Pretoria, Charlotte 
learns from her father the political upheaval since the annexation 
the England earlier that year 1877. Though Dutch 
birth Durant his son, Adrian, can find bond 

hold them followers Paul Kruger, the dynamic ruler who continues 
fight for the independence the Transvaal under the Vierkleur. 


Shortly after her return Charlotte journeys Kimberley help 
menage her boarding house, Among the guests are Jan 
end Julius Meyer, cousins alike reanrded twins. Four 
proposals Jen move until his help 
during unpleasant which her brother involved enables 
deep love for They are married but 
that one fleeting moment with Rod Charlotte's heart 
spork love time never extinguished, 


August 1881 the inevitable War Independence resulted the 
whelming defeat the British the the new Trans- 
veal Republic with Peul Kruger President. the very day 

declared Charlotte, while mourning the sudden death her 
learns from Jan has been killed That not being 
enough the same fateful brings Rod back but for only mo- 
ment. 


About one year and holf later reply her letter Charlotte 

informed the bank that Jan had his 
yeer previously. face realities and not wishing find her 
husband now that Rod has returned, decides keep the let- 
ter secret. Rod, believing Jan dead, proposes but Charlotte's re- 

mention the letter. However, she orfers live with 

him unwed. this Rod will not Eventually overcomes 

reason becomes his 


The discovery gold 1886 the district which later 
Johannesburg has given Charlotte But riches cannot ersse from 
her mind the injustice she nllowing Rod her little son, Rupert, 
suffer her unlawful marringe. meeting with 

Julius whom she first mistook for only adds her 

Insistence former neighbor thst Jan been seen few 

before her ever much more lest her secret 
But events prove beneficinl Charlotte. During raid 

1894, while she for her brother Rod, has 

conclusive evidence given her old women Jon was really 

killed during the Independence. And peace and contentment 
return once more the heart Charlotte 


Westward the Sun could really stirring story human relation- 
Ship and penetrating study character. But the author has taken 
her otherwise sharply drawn characters, made them subordinate 
Charlotte and then cast them aside when their task bringing the 
heroine the fore has been this reviewer there 
something appealing and sympathetic about Charlotte's brother, Adrian. 
Rod remains almost indistinct, unreal. unfortunate that Miss 
Knight insists overburdening her story with details and minor plots 
which only detract from the central theme. 


The very tenor the story evidence enough that this book cannot 
recommended for general reading. Charlotte's life with Rod was not 
marriage but adultery. And the that everything develops Char- 
lotte's favor makes all the more harmful. Again it's the old story 
permitting anything happen provided the lovers are allowed 
live happily forever after. Since Charlotte could not marry Rod, she 
live with him unwed. What better evidence the degenera- 
tion which characterizes the utter disregard for the sanctity mar- 
riage our day! 


Hamilton, Patrick. Hangover Square. Random House, Feb. 12, 1942. 


Hangover Hamilton psychological novel dealing 
the thoughts and emotions schizophrenic whose ailment 
intensified his love for prostitute and vague 
uneasiness over the actions the Chamberlain government post- 
Munich affairs. The scene London and its suburbs, the time 1938-39. 


George Bone lives double life. his normal state rather 
slow witted earnest young Englishman, deeply enemored Netta Long- 
ford, combination dipsomsniac-prostitute with cinematic ambitions and 
Fascist leanings. periodic however, snaps down 
over George's mind, sensstions are blurred end lives unresl 
world which his one dominating compulsion kill Netta «nd then 
escepe the police going Maidenhead where will find peece and 
contentment. neither state does know anything his thoughts, 
emotions actions while the other state. His friends his 
split personality state "dumb mood.” George was big, slow, lumber 
ing, clumsy and somewhat dull witted but for time had lived 
life with Bob Barton and John Littlejohn, being fairly success- 
ful business and relationships. 


After Barton Littlejohn drifted away the normal course 
events George fell with crowd dipsomaniacs, whom and 
her friend Peter were the leading lights, and his life became worth- 
less slowly deteriorated mentally with increase the fre- 
quency end intensity his "dumb moods." Most the story con- 
cerned with George's reactions Netta who uses him only for the 
money she can from him while giving Peter and 
drinking compsnions. Netta, however, has eye for the 
main being the successful who help her 
theatrical ambitions but who will none her, when she dis- 
covers George’s friend, Littlejohn, works for Carstairs, 
make her wey Cerstairs through George and Littlejohn. She fails 
this and during last lucidity George determines 


give her lead normal life. However, severe schizo- 
phrenic attack intervenes during which kills Netta and Peter and 
finally commits suicide when realizes that has not found safety 
Maidenhead. 


The clinical picture schizophrenia excellently done with all its 
shades and shadowings especially the logical illogicality the ab- 
normal state and the complete split between the two personalities. 
Descriptions thoughts and emotions are clear and Netta 
Longford truly drawn evil, worthless The book in- 
teresting the psychologist and would probably not harm the mature 
and well educated adult reader but there are one two sexual inci- 
dents which make unsuitahle for the general reader. 


The Lady the Mask. Harper Bros., March 
336p. $2.50 


Many have laid before picture renaissance Italy during 
the 15th and 16th centuries expressing great admiration for the 
spirit, the courage and the zest for living those lusty Italians 
but carefully warning that these people are not judged 
modern standards ethics. Yet they portray scenes passion, 
adultery fornication, theft, lying just have 
them today. They talk about the duplicity of, and lack of, honor 
diplomatic negotiations-haven't-we our Hitler and our Hirohito? They 
speak adultery commonplace-haven't legalized divorce? 
They tell cutthroats, villains and bullies-what are our gang- 
sters, our confidence men end And yet they say that moral 
standards were different and that ethics were not highly developed 
they are That premise false and those who hold mis- 
taken. Our present corruption could give odds those gentlemen 
punier age and still crush them under weight amorality and im- 
morality beyond the conception the average renaissance Italian. 
anything, Italy the Renaissance was better off than are today 
Since there was still great respect for Holy Mother Church 
whose paramount spiritual authority was more definitely recognized 
than today. Even though extended part its min- 
isters, still the Church was acknowledged the greatest force for 
good the world and even the most hardened obeyed her times, 
feared her always and many cases repented sincerely under her aegis. 


The history our modern Protestant-dominated culture has many 
falsified Catholic position and influence the affeirs 
those and has never indicated how pure and undefiled the Church 
that body doctrine and moral principles, are her 
foundation, even under the guidance partially corrupt ministers. 
Those moral principles were the same then they are now and neither 
then nor now can custom environment justify murder, adultery, lying, 
usury any form evil.It true that custom environment might 
set conditions that would palliate many those evils but thet 
approach could scarcely used justification.This rather discursive 
disquisition was elicited the foreword Anne Green's new adventure- 
novel, The Lady the Mask, which the author proposes 
show slice Italian renaissance life but carefully werns not 
judge the characters modern ethical criteria. She does refrain 
from attacking the Church any way but she makes her characters 
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cultured, lusty, sly, scheming, unscrupulous rogues whom could 
admire real life but who are not entirely unacceptable ad- 
venture story read for entertainment only. One might also add 
that there more than touch Sabatini the book although 
slightly more craftsmanlike than most that author's works. 


the story opens find Gregorio Vassilaki, whose master Enobarbus 
Kyriacopoulos had been entrusted with Maximilien Ger- 
many Ludovico Sforza Milan, returning Italy just after his 
master had died crossing the Alps. Gregorio and his young Switzer, 
Vito, stumble into peasant feud from which they emerge with masked 
gentlewoman, Jacobo, singing peasant, and Caterina, twelve year 
old who has fallen love with Vito and who curious mixture 
superstition, piety, ignorance and worldly wisdom. Gre- 
gorio discovers Antonio Serpieri, wealthy, cultured, exiled Venetian 
nobleman, old master whom had once been faithless, dying 
plague. The whole party catch the disease but Gregorio manages 
save them all. discovers fabulous hidden treasure, the property 
Serpieri, and simple-minded shepherd who has received vision 
message for the people that the French are soon bring havoc and 
terror invasion Italy. the same time the masked lady 
revealed Simonetta Atalaya, niece, who had fled from 
Venice after having been falsely accused murdering her husband 
that she could marry Angelo Stanga, her true love. 


The entire party, escape the wrath the people for carrying the 
plague, flee secretly Milan where, through the agency Leonardo 
Vinci, they place themselves under the protection Ludovico Sfor- 
za, ruling Milan place his dissolute nephew. Ludovico repre- 
sented typical prince his day-cultured, crafty, violent, kindly 
despotic, unscrupulous, romantic, practical and secking his own 
terests above all others. Ludovico holds the duchy through the backing 
Maximilien but conspiring secretly with the French 
Italy and recover Naples and Sicily from the calculating 
that when both sides are weakened can step the balance 


soon sees Simonetta Ludovico falls love with and wants 
her mistress. the same time determines blackmail Ser- 
pieri out the treasure about which Gregorio has told him. 
time does sincerely wish aid either the two but only use 
them for his own interests. the same time Simonetta and Angelo 

meet court and immediately lay plans for their escape. Serpieri 
toward France Angelo and Simonetta flee from Pavia where 
Ludovico holding court. They wander along renaissance "underground 
and after numerous adventures are reunited with Serpieri 
France and the story ends happily. 


The story purports show the environment under which peas- 
ant, noble and middle class lived renaissance Italy. The descrip- 
tions are fairly and there not too much objectionable material 
the book. There corruption, dishonor, adultery, etc., but the 
treatment not vulgar nor are they highly praised. There real 
value nor significance the story but might considered 
pleasant light reading for adults. The book not recommended for 
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Suckow, Ruth. New Hope. Rinehart, Feb. 23, 1942. 


New Hope simple narrative everyday life small Iowa town. 
The author identifies her characters typical their love for the 
soil, their mutual interest everything that concerns the growth 

and development their fifteen year old village, and united their 
religious belief and the common social life that centered the 
activities the parish church. She understands these people, and 
they understand one another, but they are introduced with reserve 
and detachment that keep the reader arm's on- 
looker life appeared the surface, hardly satisfied but 
interested, 


The story has plot. episode opening with the arrival 
Mr. Greenwood, the new minister, his wife, and their little daughter; 
and closing ‘with their departure for mission, after having 

shared for two years the life the people New Hope. 


Both were exciting occasions for the people the village. The lead- 
ing families were all represented the reception committee the 
station. The Dave Millers were especially proud they drove the new- 
comers off their home, where they were stay until the parsonage 
was made Young Clarence Miller and the minister's daughter, 
Delight, are about the same age and life becomes more wonderful for 
the boy when favored among the other children his new play- 
mate. 


The Greenwoods are settled New Hope and life goes usual with 
the annual round festivities, their fluster preparation, and 
attendant gossip all which serve introduce the various characters 
the village. Against this everyday scene, Clarence end Delight, with 
the vivid imagination childhood, build their own world, with hopes 
that extend far into the future, and life the little town for them 
seems most complete. Then the two friends are parted. the whole 
town turns out bid farewell the minister and his family, with 
veried feelings, rangine from regret boastful pride that their 
has been chosen fiil more position big 
city. Glarence, alone, has deep sense loss, end he, too, con- 
scious new hope born his short association with Delight, and, 
though might never see her again, realize that 
the meaning she has brought into his life will for complete 
fulfillment the future, 


Only skillful writer could sustain interest what reslly very 
commonplace story. With homely detail builds atmosphere, and 
with pronounced simplicity she introduces real people who live very 
ordinary lives unmarked the sensationalism. She 
rarely probes beneath the surface, that, with the exception 
Clarence and Delight, the reader does not come very close any 
her The two children are revealed the innocence 
childhood, although the musings the story concludes, 
bit too subtle for pre-adolescent boy. 


New Hope, very wholesome story, many recommended without re- 
Serve for all classes readers. 


| 


12. 


Davis, Kenneth the Forests the Night. Mifflin Co., 
March 17, 1942. 302p. 


The setting this the Big Bog northern Minnesota, from 
Red Lake Rainy River, and the headquarters the United States 
Land Service Baudette. The chief characters are the 
pay roll this Service. Sinclair Lewis's Main Street moved 
north few hundred miles and set among two million acres endless, 
bog-grown forests. 


The best forester this region has been Bill Kendall. But has 
been drinking more and more heavily-at staff meeting had had 
insubordinate encounter with the chief, Major Cofield-he had had 
fight with storekeeper Jorns, and lastly, had completely smashed 

government car, driving while drunk. Major Cofield had asked the 
Milwaukee office the novel opens David Larson 
comes Baudette investigate the With the help another 
forester, Moline, investigates and finds the charges correct, But 
also learns that Kendall had been Marine with the Sixth Ar- 
gonne, and seen his buddy die. Since Larson had also been Argonne, 
sympathy for Kendall rises him. also learns that for 
several months now Kendall's wife, Beulah, 38, has been unfaithful 
with George House, cheap young drug-store clerk, who had dogged her 
and pursued her for months and finally almost raped her (p.40). Every- 
body town knew except Philip, the son, 17. This affair then 
described and also the clerk's fear that someday the powerful Kendall 
might catch him. 


Lunching Major house and hearing the major's military- 
caste and fascistic labor views, Larson sympathizes more and more with 
Kendall. But when comes Kendall's home for interview, Kendall, 


drunk, has just smashed furniture and seems insane. Beulah and 
the son, Philip, flee the hotel for the night. The next morning 
Larson informs them. that much against his will has dropped Kendall 
from the paywll “with prejudice." 


his surprise finds Kendall the office that morning. The two 
men have good talk, harking back the Argonne, and Kendall takes 
his discharge without bitterness toward Larson. leaves the office. 


the meanwhile Beulah has meeting with the clerk end tells him she 
now elope with him and finally agrees meet her 
the Kendall house two for her bags. the two pack, Kendall, 
the house unknown Beulsh, partly drunk wakes up, hears them, gets 

shotgun and, just the two are kissing, them. When the clerk 
turns, Kendall shoots him. Then Beuleh comes towerds him, saying she 
had not known cared. tells her stop, but she Then 
shoots her too. Then waits for his son and tells him Lar- 
son, who wants son and will care him, Kendall then, sober 
and peaceful, treks into the deep forest and freezes death before 
the posse get him. 


Three four times stronger words than one would want read aloud 
anyone are used-but they are appropriate and describe really ugly 
sinful things. The style otherwise direct and interesting. 


The novel powerful portrayal the disastrous results the 
vice drinking. And strong and sharp condemnation adultery 


13. 
Its minor attitudes-non-regimental treatment personnel and the 


importance children-are the book recom- 
mended all adults and college students. 
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